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The Right Place for Everything 
A N ELUSIVE article known as the dust 
cloth gives us our idea for an article 
this month by suggesting that time-worn 
maxium, "A place for everything and 
everyth ing in its place." 
Dustcloths, polishers, brooms and 
mops are the homely tools of the house-
keeper. Marshalling these to her aid 
she keeps her home clean and shining, a 
place that invites company and affords 
a comfor table and restful evening to the 
homefolks. 
Because engineering the household is 
not the easiest task in the world is all 
the more reason why the housewife 
takes time to consider seriously those 
tools with which she keeps the engine 
in running order. Her tool box (meta-
phorically speaking, and meaning the 
cleaning closet), is therefore important 
from the standpoint of location, equip-
ment and arrangement. 
This tool box contains usually a varied 
assortment of implements to wage war 
on dirt and the more heterogenious the 
assortment the better eqiupped the 
housewife thinks she is. Moreover she 
finds it just as convenient to dump a 
tool in one closet as in another. There 
is no definite place for anything. But 
think of the steps and the time wasted; 
think of the ruffled state of mind that 
resulted from the search after the broom 
Mary forgot belonged on first floor, of 
the liquid veneer that in someone's 
haste was consigned to the top shelf of 
the cupboard last week. 
A cleaning closet is one of the im-
portant conven iences to put into the new 
house you are building and it is pre-
ferable to have one on each floor . It 
need not be large. In fact a shallow 
closet is rather better because it is eas-
ily kept in order and there are no dark 
corners to be explored for missing ar-
ticles. Let your closet be high enough 
to accomodate the brooms and to have a 
shelf or two above and deep enough to 
house a vacuum cleaner. A good size is 
6 feet high by 4 feet wide by 11 inches 
deep. 
By HELEN EASTER 
Where You Will Find What You Are 
Looking For 
But perluips you haven't a new house 
to build and your house has no provis-
ion for such a cleaning closet. A good 
substitute can be made from an <Jld 
wardrobe-painted white for the sake of 
cleanliness and with a shelf and hooks 
added; or, you can purchase white sec-
tional closets from a cabinet maker. 
Now for equipment. Of course you 
must judge your needs yourself, but 
avoid the mistake of not fully equip-
ping yourself in the beginning. The 
makeshift tools that so man:Y house-
wives buy for economy's sake often do 
not represent true economy. Have the 
right tool for the special task. Your 
tools need not be expensive, but let the 
closet contain at least these simple ones: 
Two pails (one with wringer for mop-
ping). 
A wall mop which can be made by 
tying a bag over an old broom. 
A long handled dust pan. 
Several kinds of cleaning brushes. 
Window washer. 
Duts mops and cloths. 
Vacuum cleaner (if possible) . 
Carpet sweeper. 
Shelf to hold favorite cleaning and 
polishing agents. 
Even the best tools, however, give 
only about 50% efficiency if poorly ar-
ranged. A cleaning closet doesn't offer 
any very great problem in the matter 
of arrangement, but these few sugges-
tions might help: 
Let the broom and its companions 
have labeled hool's all their own and 
make no exception to returning them 
to their proper places. Shellacked tables 
will last for years. 
A shoe bag tacked upon the door is a 
very handy receptacle for dust cloths, 
polishers and cleaning gloves. 
It is a good plan to group the tools, 
that is, put things which are used to-
gether where you can conveniently put 
your hands on them. 
All this does not seem important-and 
the time and energy saved seems trivial 
at first but it all counts up in the week-
ly time schedule of the household, and ac-
cording to some very efficient household 
0nc:ineers, t:ntil the housewife r ealizes 
that lt(:r standard of equipment and her 
arrangc>ment of it constitute about two-
thirds of her household work problem 
~he has not s tarted on the business of 
hOU!'. <C:: k€t'tYil• g,. 
Before Leaving Home for the Summer 
'' J T TAKES days and sometimes weeks 
for me to get the house back in 
working order after having been gone on 
even a short summer vacation," said little 
Mrs. White one morning as she sat by her 
kitchen table discussing vacation plans 
with a new neighbor who had dropped 
in for a chat. "I declare that when I do 
get away for a summer outing I can't 
enjoy myself for wondering just what 
particular calamity awaits me when I 
get home. If the kitchen pipes, by some 
act of providence haven't rusted, then 
my silver has tarnished so badly that I 
must scour for hours to clean it, or an 
army of ants have installed themselves 
in the ice hox and I must wage a kero-
sene battle fo r months to get rid of 
them," she sighed. 
"I used to feel that way myself," re-
plied the new neighbor, "for we always 
By ELIZABETH STORM 
rushed off in such a hurry in the sum-
mer that I n ever seemed to have time to 
put the bouse in order, or to take the 
simple precautions that I should have 
taken. But a few years ago we r eturned 
from a several weeks auto trip to find 
that our house had been literally flooded 
in our absence by a bathroom faucet 
which we decided had been forced open 
by pressure from the main, (though I 
know tlmt every member of the family 
has a guilty feeling that he may have 
left it open himself in the rush before 
leaving). And now, before we leave 
home we go over the house as if we 
were house cleaning, and take every 
precaution that we can. It takes several 
days to do this properly but we enjoy 
our vacation much more and have no 
doubt saved ourselves many minor 
troubles if not a few floods and fires," 
she finished smiling. 
· The new neighbor isn't the only house-
wife who has decided that leaving a 
house unoccupied for any length of 
time without taking special precautions 
is too great a risk. Before leaving home 
the business like housekeeper will see 
that all details of cleaning and storing 
are carried out 2nd that nothing is left 
in a condition to be r egretted later. 
The house, of course, will be thoroly 
cleaned that i10 dirt remains to attract 
vermin. All portieres and other heavy 
hangings should be aired, brushed and 
put away from moths and dust. Lace 
and net curtains had best be washed and 
put away rough dry ready to be starched 
stretched and finished when the house 
is again reopened. All woolens must be 
aired and laid away from the moths. 
If the housewife has a quantity of 
